Things You Can Carry on a Bicycle in Beijing

A side-saddled sweetheart, your Nai-Nai, 

your child in a basket of melons 

and gourds, a rickshaw with tourists, 

their trinkets and bags. Roof tiles

and bamboo, a basin or bau. 

A broken tv wrapped in some string. 

Glass bottles and dumplings in hot 

shiny leaves; laundry that's roasting 

with yams on a barrel. Briquettes 

to warm an old Hutong home 

where a myna bird sings.

Really, just about anything. 

